H Grade Level:
- MiddleScho:oL .

B Subject Areas:

‘Social Studies, Env1ronmén—
talScience, Hlstory, Govern-

: ment

B Duratlon: .

. Preparation time:
Part I: 15 minutes
~ PartIl: 15 minutes

Activity time:

_ Part]: 30 minutes -

Part 11: 30 minutes

B _Settmg Classroom
@ skills: ‘

 Organizing (formulatmg,
_ questions); Analyzing; Ap-

 plying (problem solvmg)
B Chartmg the Course ,

“ADropintheBucket” helps
students appreciate that wa-
ter is a limited resource: In.
“Wet Vacation” students

compareamountsof precipi-

tation in different parts of
the country.  Debatesand
conflicts regarding water
rightscould follow (e.g., “Hot
Water,” “Perspectives,” and

“Water Court”).
~Vocabulary -

_ riparianareas, water nghts, .

.~ water allocation, consump-

_ tive use, nonconsumptwef_

Imagine you have just bought a bag of candy
and have six friends who want some. How
are you going to divide it up? Do you give
everyone an equal amount, do you give some
to the first person who asks, or do you give
your best friend more?

Objectives

Students will:

° describe historical and current aspects
of water rights.

e illustrate how water rights are used to
allocate water.

° evaluate water rights allocation
systems.

Materials

® Paper cups or glasses (1 per student
plus extras)

° Water jug (e.g., apple cider or gallon
milk container)

° Water Users (Descriptions) (cut into
strips)

° Funnel

Malking Connections

Water is a resource needed by everyone,
and people have invested considerable
time, energy, and money to ensure that
they have ample supplies of water.
However, sometimes demands on the
resource require that water be allocated.
Some students have experienced water
shortages in their lives and are familiar
with rationing. Simulating how water
resources are allocated helps students

Background
Water rights provide an organized and
systematic manner for allocating water.
A water right allows a person, business,
community, or other group to use a
specified amount of water. People

receive only the right to use the water;
they do not own the water.

The history of water rights is related
closely to settlement and land owner-
ship. Settlers in the East adapted a water
rights policy similar to what the popu-
lace used in England. The Riparian
Rights or Common-Law Doctrine gives
people who own land bordering a water
source the right to use that water how-
ever they choose. A more recent version
of the doctrine requires people to justify
their uses as reasonable. They must also
ensure that landowners downstream
have their fair share of water.

East of the Mississippi, average annual
rainfall is more plentiful than in the
West. This is apparent from a geographi-
cal view. From about the 98th meridian
of longitude west to the Pacific coast, .
average annual rainfall dips significantly
below the 20 inches that normally

sustain nonirrigated crops in the East.

Scarcity generates westerners’ preoccu-
pation with water and water rights.
Western water rights were developed for
the needs of 19th century settlers. They
evolved from the customs and practices
of miners from about 1848, who devel-
oped systems for protecting their claims
to land and minerals. More than one
hundred years later, after investing
billions of dollars to build water diver-
sion and storage projects such as ditches,
dams, and reservoirs, westerners remain
strongly committed to ensuring a
continued supply of water for their

use o 7
- appreciate the value of this shared, irtigation and mining needs.
. limited resource. In many parts of the West, the Prior
Appropriation Doctrine regulates water
392
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