You plan to go out, but first need to complete
your daily tasks: wash dishes, do laundry,
bathe the baby, haul 200 gallons (760 1) of
water to the house. . . . Hmmm, maybe it will
be a while before you can leave.

Objectives

Students will:

o develop an awareness of various
volumes of water.

e appreciate today’s readily available
water supplies.

e relate how easy access to water can
encourage people to use large
amounts of water.

Materials
4 1-gallon (3.8 1) buckets

2 30-gallon (114 1) garbage cans
Water source or outdoor spigots
Containers of different sizes
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Making Connections

Most students have seen pictures of old-
fashioned wells and pumps. They may
have seen movies or read books in which
children’s chores include drawing and
hauling water. However, few children
have actually experienced water hauling.
Becoming involved in carrying the
volume of water they use in a day
promotes an appreciation of daily water
consumption and modern water distri-
bution facilities.

Backgroumnd

In most modern societies, water is easily
available at the turn of a tap. This was
not always so. In North America less
than 100 years ago, many people had to
pump and haul their own water for

washing, cooking, bathing, and other
needs. Often the well was located several
feet away from the house. Even today, in
many parts of the world including places
in North America, hauling water re-
mains a common practice. Imagine how
differently we would feel about water if
we had to pump and carry it by hand.

The average household consumes an
estimated 200 gallons (760 1) of water per
day. Many people are amazed that a
family of three uses this much water.

Technology has made using water
extremely easy. We turn on the tap and
have all the water we need. In many
communities, a complex system of pipes,
storage tanks and towers, treatment
plants, and pumps collect, treat, and
convey water. Our homes are plumbed
to deliver water where it is needed.
Homes with one, two, or three bath-
rooms are common. If three people flush
four times per day, at 3 gallons (11.4 1)
per flush, consuming 200 gallons (760 1)
per day becomes understandable. (12
flushes x 3 gallons [11.4 1] = 36 gallons
[136.81])

Procedure

¥V Warm Up

Discuss with the class ways they use
water. Where does this water come from
and how does it get to our homes? What
did people have to do 100 years ago to
get their water? Ask students to list
chores they do after school and estimate
how much time each takes. How much
free time do they have after school? How
much free time would they have if they
had to pump their family’s water and
haul it home?

V The Activity
1. Tell students they are going to play
a water-hauling game. Discuss what

they think the purpose of the activity is.
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